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Spreading holiday cheer 





Jennifer Powell and a group of area residents spread Christmas cheer by caroling in front of a 


Wilbraham home last week. Photo by David Miles 
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Farnum appointed 
Town Accountant 


Selectmen also 
appointed an interim 
Animal Control Officer 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


WILBRAHAM -— Jamie Far- 
num has been appointed as the 
new town accountant to replace 
Nancy Johnson, who’s retiring 
from her current post. 

Farnum was selected out of 
three candidates who were in- 
terviewed by the town’s Board 
of Selectmen on Dec. 15. John- 
son will stay on to help Farnum 
get oriented in her new position, 
Selectmen said at the Dec. 21 
meeting. 

“T think Jamie has the pas- 
sion, I think she does have the 
education and experience,’ Se- 
lectboard member Carolyn Bren- 
nan said. “It would be helpful if 
Nancy could stay on to have 
some kind of overlap.” 

All three candidates were 
well-spoken, Selectmen Bob 
Boilard said. 


Farnum’s current term started 
Dec. 21 and will end in June of 
2023: 

Also at last week’s meeting, 
Selectmen said they’d recently re- 
ceived and accepted a resignation 
from the town’s animal control 
officer. 

Paul Morrissey, who serves as 
the animal control officer for East 
Longmeadow and Longmead- 
Ow, was appointed to an interim 
position. Morrissey said he has 
a kennel on his property in East 
Longmeadow where he could 
keep stray animals, since it would 
make it easier for him to care for 
the animals versus driving back 
and forth, and Wilbraham’s ken- 
nel isn’t heated. 

Selectmen also appointed Kara 
Arcidiacono to the Wilbraham 
Cultural Council. Arcidiacono 
said she’s a western Mass. native 
and has lived in Wilbraham for 
12 years. She said her educational 
background is in advertising and 
she enjoys creative endeavors. 

“['m always happy when a 
resident wants to volunteer to 
support the town, so thank you,” 
Brennan said. 





Hampden Police Chief 
resignation could delay 
dispatch decision 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN — Days _ have 
turned to weeks, weeks into 
months and, soon, a new year 
will arrive. Hampden residents 
are hopeful that the long-awaited 
decision concerning the future of 
the town’s dispatch service will 
also arrive in early 2021. 

Hampden Selectboard is 
weighing a potential dispatch 
partnership with Wilbraham. But 
on Dec. 17, Police Chief Jeff 
Farnsworth told town officials 
he’ll be resigning as of Jan. 16 to 
take a new position. 

“My concern is that, with 
the Police Chief leaving, is this 
a good time to make a decision? 
Because no transition goes com- 
pletely smoothly,’ said Select- 
woman Mary Ellen Glover during 
the Dec. 21 meeting of the Select- 
board. 

“Who will answer the ques- 
tions? When those questions 
arise, the acting Chief would 
make the decisions. Would we 
be tying the new Chief’s hands 
to those decisions? That makes 
it a littke more complicated,’ she 
continued. 

Hampden’s dispatch service 
has been in limbo all year, as town 
officials have considered multiple 


options, such as joining the West- 
Comm Regional Dispatch or part- 
nering with Wilbraham’s existent 
operation, Central Dispatch. 

Selectman John Flynn said a 
decision must be made soon. 

“The pressure is on the town 
and the board. The bills are high,” 
said Flynn, alluding to partner- 
ing with Wilbraham as a way 
forward. “We could do nothing 
and keep paying the taxes we pay 
now, but are we going to get better 
service? That’s a question for us, 
but I think the management and 
the input is a key thing here. We 
don’t want to cede our authority; 
we want to make sure we have a 
seat at the table, and our concerns 
are considered.” 

Earlier this year, Hampden 
opted not to join WestComm, 
which operates out of the Chi- 
copee Police Department and 
serves four communities in West- 
ern Massachusetts. Nonetheless, 
Glover presented a_ thorough 
comparison of the WestComm 
and Wilbraham operations. 

Glover noted that the Select- 
board has toured both operations 
and that both boast new equip- 
ment, but that Wilbraham’s dis- 
patch service, located in the po- 
lice station, offers more space and 


Please see POLICE, page 11 





Smith pens book, ‘Cold Beans Out of a Can’ 


Author recalls 
journey from aircraft 
mechanic to NASA 
Apollo engineer 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@ turley.com 


HAMPDEN — When Har- 
vey Smith was a boy, his grand- 
mother told him if he worked 
hard, he’d always have a good 
job and do well. 

That message motivated him 
when he had little more than a 
single room he rented as a teen- 
ager, eating cold beans out of a 
can — the inspiration behind the 
namesake of his book — to get- 
ting his pilot’s license and even- 
tually working on the NASA 
Apollo space program, as an en- 
gineer with Hamilton Standard. 
While working for Hamilton 
Standard, Smith helped design 
the Apollo 9 backpack, which 
was used by astronaut Russell 
“Rusty” Schweickart on the 
moon landing mission in 1969. 

“To me, (the book) is about 
someone had no money, and 
with the help a lot of good peo- 
ple in the world... I was able to 
wind up managing 50 people 
on the NASA Apollo program 
for pieces of equipment that 
went to the moon,’ Smith said. 
“That’s the essence of it. And I 
worked my butt off.” 

He also had a good mentor 
who helped guide him through 


his journey. The message of 
helping others and receiving 
support along the way is anoth- 
er central theme throughout the 
book, which was published by 
Small Batch Books, based in 
Amherst, in 2019. 

Smith started his journey in 
aviation attending 
Putnam Technical 
School (now Con- 
necticut Aero Tech 
School), studying 
to be an aircraft me- 
chanic, in Connecti- 
cut — about 30 miles 
from his home in 
Brookfield, Mass. — 
when he was just 15. 

During the first 
year of his  stud- 
ies, he hitchhiked 
to school. The second year, he 
bought a car, then decided to 
rent a room closer to campus, 
from a woman who’d recently 
lost her husband. For the last 
two years of school, he also 
pumped gas for a living; his 
living and lifestyle were mea- 
ger at best. Finally, he received 
his FAA license to do any ma- 
jor work on an airplane when 
he was just 18, he said. He also 
learned to fly and got his com- 
mercial pilot’s license. 

The book includes a number 
of adventurous stories on his 
journey to becoming an Apol- 
lo engineer, including one in 
which Smith, who was still a 
teenager at the time, was flying 
a plane solo. 





Harvey Smith 


The plane’s engine started 
failing and running unpredict- 
ably. He started looking for the 
biggest open field he could find 
to land in, but the first one he 
saw was full of boulders, he 
realized as he got closer to the 
ground. 

“Now, I had to de- 
cide in a millisecond; 
if I started across this 
terrible field and it 
quit again, I thought 
‘’'m going to crash 
for sure,’ Smith re- 
called. “But if it kept 
running, I might be 
able to spiral up — 
they taught me that 
technique of spiral- 
ing the plane upward 
when the engine 
fails in school. I thought, ‘Plan 
B, I’m going to spiral up, and 
if (the engine) quits [’ll come 
back down’. I wasn’t panicked, 
I was just thinking, ‘What could 
I do?’” 

It worked temporarily, and 
Smith then opted for Plan C, 
heading for the local airport 
and looking for fields to land 
in, if and when the engine quit 
— which, it did. Fortunately, 
Smith managed to land in the 
middle of a nearby field. 

“The funny thing is, I fixed 
(the engine) and flew it again” 
almost instantaneously, Smith 
said, after he found his employ- 
er and told him the engine had 


Please see SMITH, page 11 
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NEWS ABOUT TOWN 
Hampden seeks to create policy for town committee structure 


By Dalton Zbierski 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN — The Hampden Select- 
board is making strides toward creating a 
policy manual that will dictate how town 
committees are established. The board 
informally agreed on a format during its 
Dec. 21 meeting, although the manual 
was not officially approved that evening. 

The concept of adapting uniform 
structure for Selectboard-appointed com- 
mittees is the brainchild of Selectboard 
member Marry Ellen Glover. Several 
weeks ago, Glover proposed an overview 
of the Capital Planning Committee, which 
failed to gain traction. 

“The new proposal that I’m bringing is 
for our Selectmen’s policy. We could put 
this to bed, but it seems clear to me that 
we ought to have some guidelines as to 


how we establish committees,” said Glov- 
er on Dec. 21. 

Glover believes that committees 
should be limited in number from five to 
seven members, include a broad cross-sec- 
tion of town residents, and be appointed 
by the Selectboard. She prefers that each 
committee be given a specific mission and 
goal. 

“One of the pertinent things is limit- 
ing the number of (committee members) 
to five to seven. We’re comfortable with 
that,” said Glover, who opened up the con- 
versation on potential modifications to her 
design. 

Town Administrator Bob Markel asked 
that posting meetings be mandated and 
said that committees need to abide by the 
state’s Open Meeting Law. Selectboard 
Chair Donald Davenport voiced strong 
support for the proposal, noting that it will 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


help to prevent repetitive action. 

“We’re very good at recreating the 
wheel for everything that happens,” said 
Davenport. “It’s a way for us to get ev- 
erything together in one spot so we don’t 
have to re-create everything. We need to 
create a system so that we can waste as 
little time as possible and get these things 
done.” 

Glover originally proposed one-year 
terms for all committees, but shifted her 
stance after Nancy Zebert, who spoke at 
the Dec. 21 meeting, stated that the Coun- 
cil on Aging Board of Directors operates 
using three-year terms. 

“You need more than a year,’ she said 
to Glover, who subsequently removed the 
one-year mandate from her proposal in fa- 
vor of varied term lengths. 

Davenport addressed the length of 
terms as well, suggesting that positions on 


December 31, 2020 


different committees will necessitate dif- 
ferent amounts of time. 

“T think that it depends on the commit- 
tee,’ said Davenport. “The Capital Plan- 
ning Committee would be something that 
you think will be around for a long time. 
The Sidewalk Committee might be for the 
term year. We had the Fire Chief’s Study 
Committee, which was six months.” 

A favorable decision 1s expected in the 
coming weeks after the necessary parties 
are conferred with. 

Until then, Glover feels strongly that 
Hampden is on the right track. Simplicity 
is key, she said. 

“T think that we ought to simplify it 
so that there’s clarity. Sometimes, these 
things are so lengthy and convoluted that 
we don’t have clarity. I think it’s got to be 
relatively simple and clear and all in one 
space. 





Wilbraham to hold Hazard Mitigation Plan update Jan. 5 


WILBRAHAM -— Wilbraham res- 
idents, businesses, and _ surrounding 
community representatives are invited 
kick-off the Town of Wilbraham Munic- 
ipal Vulnerability Preparedness Planning 
Grant and Hazard Mitigation Plan Up- 
date process on January 5, at | p.m. via 
the ZOOM meeting link (information 
provided below). 

The Town is updating its Hazard Mit- 
igation Plan with assistance from the Pi- 
oneer Valley Planning Commission under 
a Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness 
Planning Grant from the Massachusetts 
Executive Office of Energy and Environ- 
mental Affairs (EOEEA). 

This planning effort 1s being under- 


taken to help the Town of Wilbraham 
assess the risks faced from natural haz- 
ards, identify vulnerabilities to climate 
instability, and propose mitigation and 
adaptation actions that can be taken to 
prevent property damage and loss of life. 
A mitigation action is any measure taken 
to reduce or eliminate the long-term risk 
to human life and property from natural 
hazards. 

The meeting will include an overview 
of the Municipal Vulnerability Prepared- 
ness and hazard mitigation planning pro- 
cess and a discussion of recent and current 
impacts of natural hazards in Wilbraham. 
Municipal officials and PVPC staff will 
be available to answer questions and hear 
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input about the project. All members of 
the public, representatives from surround- 
ing communities and other interested par- 
ties are welcome to attend the event. 


To join the Zoom meeting, enter 


Meeting ID: 829 1131 2164 and Pass- 
code: 728335 


Members of the public are also en- 


couraged to provide input to the planning 
team by responding to the public survey 


at 


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/ 


IFAIpQLScxkbsIlxfjLGm_p5jAX- 
ZJ-1C5etg41MnbUzVzp37EryKx-vEA/ 
viewform?usp=sf_link 


For more information, please contact 


PVPC’s Emily Slotnick at eslotnick@ 
pvpc.org or (413) 781-6045. 
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Weiss Financial 
Ratings workshop 
at library Jan. 19 


WILBRAHAM - On Tuesday, Jan. 
19 at 6 p.m., Paige Grillo will offer 
a virtual workshop about the Weiss 
Financial Ratings online database for 
Wilbraham Public Library. 

Concerned about your personal in- 
vestments? Join the library for this 
workshop about the Weiss Financial 
Ratings database (available online 
through the library) with Paige Gril- 


Please see , page 3 


WILBRAHAM & MONSON ACADEMY 


TLTTAN@ TALKS ~ 


A Virtual Admission Series allowing you to meet faculty and students, 
and to learn all about WMA programs and community. 
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Entrepreneurship, Kconomics & Finance 
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INTERNATIONAL 


THURSDAY, JAN. 14/7 6 PM EST 
TUESDAY, JAN. 19 / 6 PM EST 
THURSDAY, JAN. 21/6 PM EST 
TUESDAY, JAN. 26 / 6 PM EST 
WEDNESDAY, JAN. 27 / 7:30 AM EST 


COLLEGE PREPARATORY / GRADES 6 - 12, PG / COEDUCATIONAL / BOARDING & DAY 


www.wma.us/titantalks 
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Green Insurance spreads cheer to local not-for-profits 


REGION — Every year since they 
launched Richard R. Green Insurance 
Agency in 2005, Green and his wife Mar- 
cia would collect toys and donate them, 
along with a matching cash donation, to 
Toys for tots and Soldier On. 

But that was in pre-COVID times. 

Like just about everything else in 2020, 
traditions had to take a back seat to health 
protocols and tricky logistics. Instead of 
the toy drive, the Greens, who have offic- 
es in Monson and Hampden, decided to 
spread Christmas cheer by making cash 
donations to local organizations in need. 
As Christmas approached, they helped the 
not-for-profits close out their 2020 books 
with a little greener lining. 

The Monson Senior Center received 
$500; $250 was donated to the Make-a- 
Wish Foundation; and Lorraine’s Soup 
Kitchen in Chicopee has an extra $600 to 
help feed local residents in need. 

“We want to thank our customers and 
staff for their support and wish everyone 
a happier 2021,” Richard Green wrote in 
an email. 

Asked how the recipients were chosen, 
he said each one had a specific connection 
to the agency. 


“The Monson Senior Center was sug- 
gested by Christine Davenport who lives 
in town (Monson). Make-A-Wish is one 
my best friends, Bruce Stebbins’, cher- 
ished foundations. Lorraine’s Soup Kitch- 
en came to us from our team members 
Melissa Devins and Sarah Curtis, who 
both live in Chicopee.” 

Like other local businesses, the agency 
had to make adjustments during the year 
to keep its doors open. And unlike others, 
Richard R. Green Insurance literally kept 
its door open. 

“This has been a challenging year and 
our goal has been to maintain service with 
a personal touch,” Richard said. 

“Both of our offices are fully open top 
the public, subject to safety parameters. 
As difficult as this has been for all of us, 
we still need to feel like human beings 
and not numbers.” 

He heaps credit on his staff, custom- 
ers, and the towns in which they do busi- 
ness for coming together during a pan- 
demic-marred year. 

“We have worked hard to be apart of 
the communities we serve,’ Green said. 
“We have a fantastic staff, who are per- 
sonable, friendly and work hard for our 





“We wish for everyone to be hap- 
py and safe and know that our doors are 
open,” he said. 


customers. They are a privilege to work 
with!” 

With 2021 just around the corner, he 
had parting words for 2020. 
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WORKSHOP from page 2 


lo. Weiss offers independent and un- 
biased ratings that consumers can use 
to determine the financial stability of 
many different organizations. Wheth- 
er it’s stocks, mutual funds, banks, or 
insurance companies, find out how to 
easily discover a company’s financial 
stability by using this accessible data- 
base. 

Grillo will demonstrate how to cre- 
ate an account, set up a watchlist for 


CLUES ACROSS 

1. Home of the 
Cowboys 

7. “Hawaii Five-O” 
actor McBride 

10. Most aged 

12. Fitted with a shoe 

13. Courteously 

14. They form over 
cuts 

15. Western Alaskan 
river 

16. Aggressive men 

17. Farm animal 

18. Young woman 
(French) 

19. Sixth month of 
Hebrew calendar 

21. Short cry 

22. otate capital 

2/. Rural delivery 

28. “Twilight Zone” 
creator 

33. Gigabyte 

34. Flammable 


hydrocarbon 

36. Supervises flying 

37. An actor who 
plays a 

principal role 

38. Furnace for 
pottery 

39. Fall back 

40. Afrikaans word 
for language 

41. Chinese city 

44. Fleshy 

45. Inventor 

48. Taxis 

49. A citizen of Spain 

50. Important age for 
aging workers 
(abbr.) 

51. Body part 


CLUES DOWN 

1. Chinese mountain 
range 

2. Romanian city 

3. Fishermen cast it 


individual organizations, and create 
research tools to determine organiza- 
tions’ financial soundness. 

Grillo is an Account Manager at 
Weiss Financial Ratings & Grey House 
Publishing. She is excited to share her 
knowledge of this important consumer 
product with the community. 

This is a virtual program; regis- 
tration is necessary in order to par- 
ticipate. To register, please call the 
library at (413) 596-6141 or online at 
www.wilbrahamlibrary.org. 


7 


fs 6°) 6) — 


O1 


© _k 
N 


26. Utilize 

29. Beloved 
Hollywood alien 

30. Unwell 

31. More destitute 

32. Grinded together 

35. Sun up in New 
York 

36. Italian-made cars 

38. Most sacred site 
in Islam 

40. Rip apart 

41. Go in a specified 
direction 

42. Freshwater 
mussel genus 

43.“ the Man” 
Musical 

44. One thousand 
cubic feet (abbr.) 

45. West coast time 
zone 

46. Mimic 

47. You can get one 
in Summer 


4. Shelter from wind 

5. Sign language 

6. Pigpen 

7. Make sore 

8. Flat metal shelves 

9. Forms that say 
who you are 

10. Cigar lovers’ 
necessity 

11. Popular cooking 
ingredient 

12. Skin covering the 
head 

14. Unshakable 

17. Exclamation 
meaning 
“Finally!” 

18. One of the wise 
men’s gifts 

20. Take away from 

23. In accordance 
with the law 

24. Nicole Kidman’s 
husband 

25. NY Giants legend 





Towns consider regional public health nurse 


By Elise Linscott 
elinscott@turley.com 


phrey Bogart. 

While Russell was referring to the 
potential regional dispatch, he said the 
agreement could be a template going 
forward, particularly with a regional 
public health nurse. 

The town officials said they were 
each interested in funding Wilbraham 


WILBRAHAM — At last week’s 
Wilbraham Board of Selectmen meet- 
ing, where the Hampden Selectboard 
also attended to discuss a regional dis- 
patch agreement, Wilbraham Chair Bob 
Russell called the venture “The start of 





a beautiful friendship,’ quoting Hum- 
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LUBE - OIL - FILTER 


With quality Exxon Mobil oil, 
oil filter, 21 point check, top off all fluids. 
Up to 5 quarts of oil. 
©) & Excludes 
diesel & 
synthetic 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Supersedes all other coupons 
Expires 12/31/20 T 


$10 OFF 


any service over $150 


$20 OFF 


any service over $250 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 12/31/20 T 


EXHAUST SPECIAL 


10” OFF 


EXHAUST WORK 
UP TO $50 OFF 


Excludes Catalytic Converters 
Most Vehicles - With this coupon 
Expires 12/31/20 T 
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WHEEL 
ALIGNMENT CHECK | 
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INCLUDES TOE - ALL OTHER 
ADJUSTMENTS EXTRA 
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(Up to $50/Parts only/not valid with other coupon offers) 
e Automatic Transmission Service 


e FREE Towing during working hours 
(to Jackson's for repair within 15 mile radius) 
¢ Quality Pre-Owned Vehicles ¢ Snow Tire Changeover 
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Meet STORM - 
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Team Member! 
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Auto 
Sales & Service 


5 Star Authorized 

Registered State 

Emissions Repair 
Facility #RPOO8269 


1307 Park Street (Route 20), Palmer, MA 
413-289-1016 « 800-662-1016 


TEMPORARY HOURS: MON-FRI 8-4 
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Memories bring you home again 


his will be the first year in 
PD iiany decades that I won’t 

celebrate Christmas with 
my siblings. Iam certain that many 
of you are in the same boat, so to 
speak. While we are all doing what 
we can to slow the spread of the 
virus, it doesn’t always come easy. 
Reflecting back on the Christmas- 
es of my childhood conjure up so 
many wonderful memories; many 
of them involving plants of one 
kind or another. Read on for some 
McQuaid nostalgia. 

[('d start bugging my dad 
around Halloween to visit the local 
tree farm to tag our Christmas tree. 
Lucky for me he knew the owners, 
so when we knocked on the door 
in late October we were handed 
a tag and a grease pen without so 
much as a strange glance. I was 
very particular about my tree, that 
is why we “tagged” so early. It 
had to be on the tall side, but stout. 
Not perfect, by any means; there 
had to be “holes” in which to put 
the houses and the bird’s nests. It 
seemed, though, that we always 
picked the first coldest day of the 
year. Dad’s bum finger would be 
blue, but no matter, he’d humor 
me as I’d circle the tree farm from 


By Ellenor Downer 


orkers helping to trans- 
port the Rockefeller 
Center Christmas tree 


found an adult Northern saw-whet 
owl clinging to the tree. The tree 
and owl came from Oneonta to 
New York City, New York. The 
owl had no food or water during 
the three-day trip. It is recovering 
at a wildlife refuge in New York 
State. 

The owl, now named Rocke- 
feller, is getting fluids and “all the 
mice he can eat” at the wildlife 
center. A vet checked it over and 
took x-rays, but it seems to be in 
great condition. When ready, it 
will be released back into the wild. 
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front to back at least twice to get 
the “best” tree. 

Fast forward to the day after 
Thanksgiving when my parents 
and older siblings home from col- 
lege or work would trek up into 
the woods, passing by 


side of the wreath; both looked 
the same! Mom would add a red 
bow, some fake berries and a pine 
cone or two and off it went to New 
Jersey, New York or wherever ed- 
ucation and destination took my 
brothers and sister. 


the “cellar hole” ending IN THE Another — early 
up by the “big rock.” Christmas = memory 
With garbage bags in GARDEN was of a white pine 
hand we’d pick Princess a Christmas tree my 
Pine, enough to make a next oldest — broth- 


wreath for our door, and 
one each for the other 
kids to take back with 
them. This was a grand 





ROB BRIA. 


er decorated for his 
room. It was tiny, and 
a real “Charlie Brown- 
er’ but as a little kid I 


adventure for a small MCQUAID thought it was really 
child. It seemed as if we Svea cool how he made the 


were in no man’s land, 
although we were likely 
less than a quarter of a mile from 
home! When we were sure we had 
enough we’d head back down the 
hill, and dad would get right to 
work. I can still picture him on the 
back porch bending a coat hang- 
er into a circle, attaching some 
wire and reaching into the bag of 
greens to gather up bunches and 
attach them to the frame. He used 
to do such a good job that you 
couldn’t tell where he started or 
finished and you could use either 


PUBLICATIONS 
COLUMNIST 


ornament by rolling 
tiny Styrofoam balls in 
glitter then decorating them with 
ric rac. The coffee can filled with 
sand as his “stand” was pretty cool 
too. When I mentioned the tree to 
him just recently he had forgotten 
all about it. 

One especially fond remem- 
brance is of my babci’s Christ- 
mas cactus ablaze in blooms on a 
plant stand in my mother’s room. 
I ended up with the plant as well 
as its stand. And although I rarely 
achieve the fireworks babci or my 


In My Backyard 


Northern saw-whet owls are 
the smallest North American owl 
and about seven to eight inch- 
es long. These owls have yellow 
eyes, mottled brown feathers 
with a whitish facial disk and 
white-spotted head. Juveniles are 
dark brown with a cinnamon belly 
and a white V between the eyes. 

Saw whet owls are nocturnal 
and hard to see. During daylight, 
they roost in dense vegetation, 
typically at eye level and near the 
trunk of evergreen trees. 

Female Northern saw-whet 
owls lay four to seven white eggs 
In a nest in a tree cavity or old 
woodpecker hole. They will also 
use next boxes. 


Thistle feeder 

During the warm weather, a 
bear grabbed my thistle (niger) 
seed feeder. He pulled it off the 
hook and left it about 15 feet away. 
The plastic tube was crushed and 
the seed ports removed. There was 
not a single seed to be found in 
it. The American goldfinches and 
chickadees kept flying to where 
the feeder was. 

I bought another feeder and 
put it out. It did not take them long 
to find the new feeder. American 
goldfinches and chickadees love 
the thistle seed and often three or 
four eat from the feed perches at 
once. 

Canada geese 
Last week, I saw a very large 
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mother did, this year I did have a 
dozen or so of the fuchsia-colored 
flowers, starting around Thanks- 
giving and continuing to Christ- 
mas. The plant is mostly in good 
shape for being close to a century 
old! 

I have children of my own now 
and it’s fun to intersperse our new 
traditions with some from my own 
childhood. Right after Thanksgiv- 
ing I make a wreath for a friend’s 
birthday. And although I don’t 
drag my husband to the tree farm 
in October, I do make him circle 
the farm a few times to make sure 
we find the perfect tree. 

Whatever your memories are, 
Share them, and if the mood suits 
you, write them down for your 
kids and grandkids to enjoy. 

Merry Christmas! 

Roberta McQuaid graduated 
from the Stockbridge School of Ag- 
riculture at the University of Mas- 
sachusetts. For the last 28 years, 
she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge 
Village. She enjoys growing food 
as well as flowers. Have a ques- 
tion for her? Email it to ekenne- 
dy@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line. 


flock of Canada geese in a har- 
vested cornfield. The flock had 
well over 100 hundred geese. 
They were probably on their way 
from Canada to the southern win- 
ter grounds. 


Bluebirds 

My son-in-law, Bryan, saw 
four bluebirds in his yard last 
week. He watched them come and 
go from one of the two bluebird 
houses in his Barre yard. 

People may report a bird sight- 
ing or bird related experience by 
calling me at 413-967-3505, leav- 
ing a message at extension 100 or 
emailing mybackyard8& @ aol.com 
or edowner @ turley.com. 
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Editorial 
Policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail 
to elinscott@turley.com. The 
deadline for submissions is 
Friday at noon. 


Correction Policy 

The TIMES will gladly 
correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor- 
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 
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Stop & Shop pharmacy now offering flu shots 


REGION -— Stop & Shop announced 
this month that flu shots are now avail- 
able to Massachusetts children three 
years and older. With the State requiring 
all students to be immunized before the 
end of 2020, Stop & Shop has worked 
to expand its flu shot offering to patients 
three years and older, which are now 
available without a prescription or ap- 
pointment. 

Stop & Shop pharmacists said they 
are eager to do their part to protect the 
expanded patient population and aim to 
vaccinate all children three years and 
older with parental consent. During im- 
munization, patients will be required 


to wear PPE and pharmacists will be 
equipped with masks, gloves, and face 
Shields, while the immunization area 
will be disinfected and sanitized between 
each patient. 

The pharmacy team utilizes the same 
thorough disinfection protocols for all 
patients, to ensure the health & safety for 
patients of all ages. 

Customers can now virtually consent 
to immunizations by visiting stopand- 
shop.com/pharmacy or scanning the 
contact-free Pharmacy Consent QR code 
in-store. 

“Stop & Shop is always looking for 
ways to make things easier for our cus- 


tomers, and our trained & trusted phar- 
macists are here to help parents make 
sure their kids are protected against the 
flu this season,” said Brittany Orlando, 
clinical lead for Stop & Shop Pharmacy. 
“Stop & Shop has conveniently stocked 
up on additional vaccines in advance due 
to COVID-19 and flu season coinciding. 
We’re excited that our local Stop & Shop 
pharmacists can now help to keep more 
families healthy this flu season as we ex- 
pand our ability to offer flu shots to chil- 
dren three years and older.” 

This year, Stop & Shop is offering a 
variety of standard dose flu vaccines, all 
of which protect against four strains of 


flu virus and are indicated for patients of 
all ages permitted in the state in which 
they live. 

Those who are 65 years or older will 
also have the opportunity to choose from 
two specialized senior vaccines — Fluzone 
HD and Fluad — which have been proven 
to be more effective than the standard 
dose among seniors. In addition, Stop & 
Shop pharmacies carry several preserva- 
tive-free, latex-free, cell-based vaccines 
and its pharmacists are available to assist 
each patient in selecting the one that is 
best for them, while addressing any con- 
cerns they may have regarding allergies, 
preservatives and adverse effects. 





Hampden Senior Center announces upcoming events in January 


HAMPDEN — The Hampden Senior 
Center will be hosting several upcoming 
events in January: 

Free Easy Fun Craft Kits — Chase 
away the winter shut in blues with crafts 
to go! There is a January Snowman, 
February Valentine Wreath, and March 
St. Paddy’s Bottle Topper! Directions 
and materials all included. Deadline to 
reserve your craft kit is Dec. 18 and kits 
will be ready for pick up at the Hampden 
Sr. Center, Jan. 13 — 15. Call 566-5588 
to sign up! 

Grab ‘n Go Lunch Program — 
Sponsored by Greater Springfield Senior 
Services — This lunch time meal 1s avail- 
able Tuesday through Friday for people 
over the age of 60 from any town, as 
this is a Title IIIB, Older Americans Act 
funded program. Tuesday and Thursday 
is a hot meal and Wednesday and Friday 
is a cold sandwich or salad. Reserva- 


tions must be made by calling 566-5588 
anytime. Please leave a message with 
your name, telephone number and the 
day(s) you would like to pick up lunch. 
If we need additional information, we 
will call you back. The reservation 
deadline is 2 p.m. on Friday the week 
before you want lunch. Meals must be 
picked up at the Hampden Senior Cen- 
ter at 104 Allen St. between 11:30 a.m. 
and noon. A drive through process is set 
up and please wear a mask. A suggested 
voluntary donation of $2 per meal will 
be accepted at the time of pick up. Your 
name must be on the list in order to pick 
up a meal. 

Memory Café to meet via Zoom 
— Friday, Dec. 4 and 18, from 10 a.m. 
to 11:30 a.m. A Memory Cafe is a safe 
and comfortable space where caregivers 
and their loved ones living with Demen- 
tia or Alzheimer’s can socialize, listen 
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to music, play games, and enjoy other 
activities. You don’t need a computer to 
participate, you can call in and connect 
with everyone just by using your phone. 
Please call Wendy at 566-5588 or email 
her at outreach@hampdenma.gov_ to 
sign up and receive the Zoom or call- 
in information. This program is open 
for everyone who has been a part of the 
Memory Café or those who are interest- 
ed in checking it out. 

Phone Pal Program — Sign up to be 
a phone pal with a Springfield College 
Occupational Therapy Student. Possible 
Conversation Topics: ¢ Share life stories 
and adventures * Get advice on using 
cell phone, tablet, and computer skills 
e Share each other’s topics of interest ¢ 
Talk about anything that is meaningful 
and purposeful to you! Communica- 
tion Options Available via: Phone Call, 
FaceTime or Zoom visits. If interested, 
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please call Wendy at 566-5588 for more 
information. 

Social Services — The Hampden Se- 
nior Center is a Social Service Agency 
for Hampden residents who need assis- 
tance regardless of age. We can help with 
Fuel Assistance, Emergency Fuel, Sup- 
plemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP), Brown Bag Service, insurance 
and more. We have a food pantry on site 
with non-perishable items. If you need 
assistance or know someone who does, 
please call 413-566-5588. 

Foot Care — Jan. 27 and 28: The 
Board of Health has given the green 
light for this important service to be 
provided at the Hampden Senior Center. 
Please call 566-5588 to schedule an ap- 
pointment. Masks are required, and you 
must wait in your car until your sched- 
uled appointment time, so we can sani- 
tize in between appointments. 














Please Consume Responsibly. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drugfor use only by adults 21 years of age or older. Keep out of reach of children. This product has not been analyzed or approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). There|s 
limited information on the side effects of using this product, and there may be associated health risks. Marijuana use during pregnancy and breast-feeding may pose potential harms. It is against the law to drive or operate machinery when under the influence of this product. KEEP THIS PRODUCT AWAY FROM CHILDREN. there may be health 
risks associated with consumption of this product. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and judgement. The impairment effects of Edible Marijuana Products may be delayed by two hours or more. In case of accidental ingestion, contact poison control hotline 1-800-222-1222 or 911. This product may be illegal outside of MA. 
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Pastor Darrin Ray has been hard at work as a new minister at Bethlehem Church in Hampden. 
Photo by David Miles 





Wilbraham Friends of the Library has been holding a ‘holiday photo share,’ asking for submitted holiday- 
themed photos, which are also posted on the WFOL’s Facebook page. Photo submitted by Phyllis Ervin The Hampden Senior Center delivered over 150 meals to those in need on Dec 





2341 Boston Road, Wilbraham 
The Wilbraham Shops 
413.279.1700 
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Wilbraham Friends 
of the Library has 
been holding a 
‘holiday photo 
share,’ asking 
















Melissa Ingerson 





‘holiday photo share,’ asking for submitted holiday- 
themed photos, which are also posted on the WFOL’s 
Facebook page. Photo submitted by Maria DeAngelis 
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Spartan Auto Care would like to thank all of its 
customers, staff and family for all of their generous 
. 20. Photo by David Miles donations to Spartan’s toy drive. Submitted photo 





Your Favorite Hometown 
Coffee Shop Serving 
Coffees, Teas, Egg Sandwiches, 


Muffins & More 


NEW HOURS: 
Monday-Friday 7am-3pm 
Saturday & Sunday 8am-2pm 
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Death WILBRAHAM -— The Wil- 
Notices braham Public Library’s annual 
Winter Reading Challenge begins 
Father Jan. 1 with categories for children, 
Daniel J. Boyle teens and — for the first time — 


retired Pastor at 
St. Cecilia Church, 
Wilbraham 
died on 
December 17, 2020 
Wilbraham Funeral 
Home is in charge of 
the arrangements. 


Wilbrahan-Hampden Times 


OBITUARY POLICY 


Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

(ne is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 

The others a Paid Obituary, costing $120, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 





Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 
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adults. 
Here’s the challenge: Read one, 
two or three books of your choice 


and log them online on your Bean- 
stack account by Feb. 28. 

Teens and adults will also need 
to log a review for each 

book. Finishers can earn up to 
three raffle tickets, depending on 
the number of books read. 

Raffle prizes include gift cards 


and more. Winners will be notified 
starting March 9. Children and 
teen finishers will also receive a 
free paperback. 

Registration begins Jan. 1. If 
you participated in past summer 
or winter reading programs, sim- 
ply log in to your Beanstack ac- 


count. Newcomers will be able to 
create an account by clicking on 
the Winter Reading centerpiece 
on the library’s website. There’s 
also a Beanstack tracker app avail- 
able for download. This program 
is sponsored by the Wilbraham 
Friends of the Library. 





Library to hold journaling, 
mindfulness workshop 


WILBRAHAM - On 
Wednesday, January 13 at 
6 p.m., Lara Tupper will 
offer a virtual workshop 
entitled, “Journaling for 
Wellness,’ for Wilbra- 
ham Public Library. 

A journaling practice 
can help us _ articulate 
thoughts and challenges 
on the page. This work- 
shop includes a brief dis- 
cussion about the health benefits of 
journaling, short and sweet free- 
writing exercises and tips about 
how to sustain greater self-compas- 
sion and self-awareness through 
writing. No previous writing expe- 





Lara Tupper 


rience necessary, just a 
willingness to play on 
the page. 

A graduate of the 
Program for Writers 
at Warren Wilson Col- 
lege (MFA Creative 
Writing), Lara Tupper 
taught writing at Rut- 
gers University for 
many years and now 
presents online writing 
Sessions. 

This is a virtual program; regis- 
tration is necessary in order to par- 
ticipate. To register, please call the 
library at (413)-596-6141 or online 
at www. wilbrahamlibrary.org. 


Visit us online: wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com 
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Visit us at 


WWW. 


turley 


eS 





Snow, wind and freezing 
temperatures couldn’t stop 
the Friends of Wilbraham 
Seniors from drawing the 
winners of their special Holi- 
day Raffle. According to Ann 
Marie Gaudette, fundraising 
coordinator, $2,775 was col- 
lected, of which 50% will 
go to the new Senior Center 
Building Assistance Fund for 
items like tables, chairs and 
furnishings. Lucky winners 
of remaining amount were: 
25% ($693.75) to a Wilbra- 








Joining Santa Claus at the Friends of Wilbraham Seniors Holiday 
Raffle drawing are (L to R) members Ann Marie Gaudette, Judy 
Spencer and Lee Tyrrell. Courtesy photo 


Holiday Raffle was ‘huge success’ 


ham resident who wished 
to remain anonymous; 15% 
($416.25) to Adele Paulin; 
and 10% ($277.50) to Pau- 
line Vallan, both Wilbraham 
residents. 

“All our popular dine-outs 
and fundraising activities 
came to a complete stop this 
year because of COVID-19 
and we are very grateful to 
everyone who — purchased 
tickets or made donations to 
Support our new senior cen- 
ter,’ Gaudette said. 


ROBERTS ROOFS 


SPECIALIZING IN 
Slate ¢ Copper ¢ Architectural Shingles ¢ Gutters 
Historical Restoration © Flat Roofing 
Snow Removal 
Snow/Ice Damage Repair 


Tel. 413-283-4395 
Cell 413-237-9434 


www.RobertsRoofsinc.com 


The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 


20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wondertul "friends, volunteers and patrons. 
Hours: 
Tues. 10am -4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm 
Thurs. 1Oam - 4pm ¢ Fri. 1Oam-4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Trusted seni Since 1982 
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USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF STRIPLOIN 
CUT $399 WHOLE 


FREE OR HALF 
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BEEF TOP ROUND 
ROAST or 
STEAKS 


$333 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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BUY DIRECT AND SAVE $$$ 
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MEDIUM EGGS .sersatnsratn 
HOURS: | Mon. - Wed. 8-4 Springfield 


Thurs. 8-6 ¢ Fri. 8-6 © Sat. 8-3 413-737-1288 


www.90meat.com 
We reserve the right 
to limit quantities. 
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SPORTS 


SEND US YOUR SPORTS SUBMISSIONS 


www.sports.turley.com 


Rollback will ‘not affect winter sports’ 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


REGION — In a statement 
released last week by the Massa- 
chusetts Interscholastic Athletic 
Association, the rollback plan by 
Gov. Charlie Baker will not affect 
winter sports. 

Baker’s plan decreases capac- 
ities in most businesses and oth- 
er venues, as well as the indoor 
gathering size being shrunk to 
just 10 people. 

Because of COVID-19 surges 
that have occurred over the last 
two months, Baker has strength- 
ened mask mandates, and scaled 


back business, and has established 
an attempt at a curfew by closing 
restaurants at 9:30, shutting down 
alcohol sales at the same time, 
and issuing a stay-at-home advi- 
sory from 10 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

The advisory will likely affect 
game times for the winter season, 
but the sports that will be allowed 
for the winter season will still go 
on despite the restrictions. It 1s 
also possible some of the restric- 
tions will be lifted as the season 
goes on. 

Tara Bennett, director of com- 
munications for the MIAA, said 
the Massachusetts Office of En- 
ergy and Environmental Affairs 


has been 1n touch with the MIAA 
regarding Baker’s rollback of the 
“re-opening” of Massachusetts. 

“The office (EEA) confirmed 
with the MIAA that Gov. Baker’s 
announcement on Dec. 22 of roll- 
backs on certain sectors will not 
have an impact on high school 
athletics.” 

As a result of that confirma- 
tion, no further restrictions will 
be added to the EEA’s release of 
workplace safety and re-opening 
standards for businesses and other 
entities providing youth and adult 
amateur sports activities. 


The EEA has been responsi- 


ble for issuing the guidance uti- 


lized by the MIAA to conduct 
sports safely during the coronavi- 
rus pandemic, which is hopefully 
nearing its end. 

The EEA is mandating 
mask-wearing in all sport en- 
vironments where it is possible 
to wear masks. There will also 
be limitations to the numbers of 
players and personnel allowed 
at basketball courts and hockey 
rinks during the winter season. 
In order to reduce potential for 
crowds, there will be no win- 
ter tournaments. The pandemic 
cancelled the end of the winter 
state basketball tournament last 
March. There has not been an 


MIAA-sanctioned tournament 
game since that time, and it is un- 
known when there will be a tour- 
nament game, though the spring 
season is a definite possibility as 
a return to normalcy could be re- 
alized by June. 

Winter sports in Western Mas- 
sachusetts are supposed to begin 
for most schools following the 
New Year’s holiday on Jan. 4. 
Games could begin on or around 
Jan. 14. Basketball, hockey, and 
swimming are supposed to take 
place with indoor track being 
moved to the bubble season and 
wrestling could potentially take 
place in the spring season. 





Relics able to get 
through 2020 season 


LUDLOW -— The Western 
Mass Relics, which is a Senior 
Softball League, that’s been in 
existence since 1994, was faced 
this Spring with the possibility 
of their season being canceled 
due to the Coronavirus. With the 
season questionable and the Rel- 
ics always concerned for player 
safety, the Relics worked close- 
ly with the Board of Health, the 
Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts, the Town of Ludlow and 
The Fish and Game Club to be 
one of the few sports leagues 
in Western Mass to play a full 
schedule. 

The Western Mass Relics had 
176 players agree to play and 
fortunately not one person came 
down with the Coronavirus. 
Among the steps taken to play 
safely were the following: 

e Temperatures were taken 
upon arrival. The players had to 
record a temperature below 100 
degrees. 

e Players were required to 
wear masks in the field. 

e Social distancing was ob- 
served when a team was batting. 
Players brought lawn chairs to 
accomplish this. 

e There was no tagging out a 
player. All plays were considered 
a force play. 

e Handshaking and fist pumps 
wasn’t allowed. 


e Bats were wiped down and 
handled by the barrel. 

e New balls were frequently 
changed. 

e Spectators weren’t allowed 
initially, but later in the season 
were allowed to watch the game 
from the parking lot. 

The Western Mass Relics are 
looking forward to the 2021 sea- 
son and welcome all new play- 
ers. For further information go to 
their website: westernmassrelics. 


org. 





More than 170 players were 
able to be a part of the league in 
2020. 





The Western Mass. Relics, a softball league for senior, had one of 
the few successful campaigns in 2020 with no cases of coronavirus 
during its season. Submitted photos 





Robinson attends showcase 


WILBRAHAM - A starter 
since Grade 8, anyone associat- 
ed with the Wilbraham & Mon- 
son Academy boys _ lacrosse 
team over the last few years 
knows how strong of a player 
Luke Robinson is as a defense- 
man. 

After his performance at a 
showcase that drew lacrosse 
players from throughout the 
country, a lot more people know 
just how talented Luke is, too. 

Luke was selected for the 
all-star game and named the 
top defenseman in his class 
at the 11th annual Nike Boys 
Philly Showcase, which attract- 
ed more than 600 players and 
nearly 200 college coaches to 
Downington, Pa., Nov. 21. 

“This event is known as 
‘North America’s Premier Re- 
cruiting Event,’” said Robinson. 
“Which makes it possible for 
me as a player to showcase what 
I can do in front of all different 
levels of college coaches. My 
goal was to be selected for the 
“Fab 40” All-Star Team. I knew 
this was probably a long shot 
because I’m a Western Mass kid 
and I would be playing against 
players from New York Florida, 
Texas and California.” 

Robinson was pleased with 
his performance and enjoyed 
the play he observed. 

“T was happy with how I 
played at this showcase and en- 
joyed seeing a different level of 
play,” said Robinson. “The big 
highlight was when I found out 
later that I was selected as The 








Luke Robinson was recently a sari of the Nike Boys Philly 
Showcase. Submitted photo 


Class of 2023 Defensive Man- 
ney’s Men, which the top per- 
forming defenseman in my age 
group.” 

Robinson was named the top 
defensemen in his class, a high 
honor. 

“T was very excited and also 
pretty surprised to be chosen 
considering it was a national 
event with some really good 
players that are already nation- 
ally ranked,’ he said. 

Coach Mike MacDonald 
was a big fan of Luke’s ability 
last season. 

“Luke’s hard work and dedi- 


cation to becoming a better ath- 
lete have propelled him to a new 
level,’ said MacDonald. “His 
lacrosse I.Q. and stick skills 
have improved, and every year 
he continues to improve his 
game. We are looking forward 
to Luke being a top defensem- 
an in our league this upcoming 
season. It’s always nice as a 
coach knowing that your best 
defensive player is still going to 
be around for three more years. 
I am looking forward to watch- 
ing him grow as a player, leader 
and member of the WMA com- 
munity.” 





Thunderbirds’ AHL season delayed to February 


SPRINGFIELD — Ameri- 
can Hockey League President 
and CEO Scott Howson has an- 
nounced that the league’s Board 
of Governors has approved 
moving the anticipated start 
date of the 2020-21 season to 
Feb. 5, 2021, due to the ongoing 
COVID-19 public health crisis. 


The AHL continues to work 
with its member clubs to mon- 
itor developments and _ local 
guidelines in all 31 league cit- 
ies. Further details regarding 
the 2020-21 American Hockey 
League season are still to be de- 
termined. 

In operation since 1936, the 


AHL serves as the top develop- 
ment league for all 31 National 
Hockey League teams. Near- 
ly 90 percent of today’s NHL 
players are American Hockey 
League graduates, and more 
than 100 honored members of 
the Hockey Hall of Fame spent 
time in the AHL in their careers. 
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A TURLEY PUBLICATION I www.turley.com 


ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 
umes guaranteed!! New England 
Forest Products (413)477-0083 


SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS: FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea start- 
er guide. Submit your idea for a free 
consultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, 
service or business to 1.7 million 
households throughout New England. 
Reach 4 million potential readers 
quickly and inexpensively with great 
results. Use the Buy New England 
Classified Ad Network by calling 
(413)283-8393, classifieds @turley. 
com. Do they work? You are reading 
one of our ads now!! Visit our website 
to see where your ads run community- 
papersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, includ- 
ing a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN  STAIRLIFT! Call now for 
$250. OFF your stairlift purchase and 
FREE DVD & brochure! 1-844-325- 
8610 
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AB Hauling and 


Removal Service 





2**xxee*A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheaper 
than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





WE TAKE IT ALL 
WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & re- 
finishing - cane, fiber rush & splint 
- Classroom instructor, 20+ years 
experience. Call Walt at (413)289- 
6670 for estimate. 


DRYWALL AND _ CEILINGS, 
plaster repair. Drywall hanging. Tap- 
ing & complete finishing. All ceiling 
textures. Fully insured. Jason at 
Great Walls. (413)563-0487 





SNOWBLOWER & LAWNMOWER 
TUNE UP & REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, Riding Mowers 
and Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 





NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie.par- 
rotta@ gmail.com for more information. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 


DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


APPLIANCES 


ALLEN ST. JEAN APPLIANCE 
REPAIR 413-562-5082 Servicing 
all brands of major appliances. Senior 
discounts available. Servicing all of 
western MA. 


eds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


CHAMPAGNE ELECTRICAL 
CONTRACTORS Service changes/ 
upgrades, generators, phone/data wir- 
ing, smoke detectors. Insured. Credit 
cards accepted. License #22882A 
(413) 210-9140 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improve- 
ment needs. ROOFING, SIDING, 
WINDOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUT- 
TERS. Extensive references available, 
Fully Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. 
Call GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569- 
3733 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


CATEGORY: 


Base Price 
$26.50 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price 
$27.00 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 
$29.50 


Base Price 
$30.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$31.50 $32.00 





85250 33.00 33.50 34.00 
34.50 8635.00 35 50 38.00 
Name: Phone: _ 
Address: 
Town) States Zip 
NumberofWeeks: X perweekrate=$ 
Credit Card: L1 MasterCard LIVISA Discover LY Cash Ly Check# 
Card#. EXD. Date COV 
Amount ofcharge: _ ee Date: 


DEADLINES: 


Quabbin 
Village Hills 


Circulation: 
50,500 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON : 








GRANBY 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 


Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price _ 


BELCHERTOWN 













HUBBARDSTON 


NEW BRAINTREE 
WEST NORTH 
BROOKFIELD | BROOKFIELD 


BROOKFIELD 


EAST 
BROOKFIELD 














BRIMFIELD 


- (nu 


Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


WILBRAHAM 





WEST 
SPRINGFIELD 


Includes 
—— additional words 


Add asecond ZONE __ $10.00 


~~ Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


Add a third ZONE 5.00 
—— Quabbin 
J 


Subtotal 
Xx Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


December 31, 2020 


Call us at 413.283.8393 


HOME 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 





IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


ROOFING 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


GOT JUNK? Then you should call 
21st Century Sanford and Son scrap 
metal removal service. Fast, reliable, 
dependable, friendly and Free remov- 
al of unwanted junk. Call Andy (413) 
885-4016 


SNOWPLOWING 


24 HOUR SNOWPLOWING/ 
SNOWBLOWING Service, Monson, 
Palmer, Wilbraham, Hampden. Resi- 
dential, Commercial, Apartments. Call 
or text now. Limited space available. 
413-519-5439 





AUTO 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


SSSSSSSSSS$$ 
Get cash for as is 
unwanted autos 
e Cars/trucks 


e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 








December 31, 2020 


assitieds 
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us at 413.283.8393 





oy NS Sod ae >.< 
413-219-6335 


AUTO FOR SALE 


MUST SELL 2008 SUBARU LEGA- 
CY 131,000 Miles, New Brakes, Tires 
are Good, Runs Very Well $3000 Call 
(413) 534-5188 after 4om 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUND 


DRIVERS WANTED? OTR or 
Regional Van & Tankers Liquid Bulk 
(NonHaz). Competitive Pay, Insurance 
Package, Home Time, Bonuses, 401K 
(800)548-9783 or Apply online www. 
amexpressinc.com 


GROUNDSKEEPER/CUSTODI- 
AN Ludlow Housing Authority is hir- 
ing a full-time employee. Applicants 
must be knowable and have abilities 
in grounds keeping, including mow- 
ers, tractors, trimmers, snow removal, 
plows, snow blowers, general cleaning 
and minor repairs. Applicants must be 
legally eligible to operate above listed 
machinery. Valid Driver's License and 
CORI are required. Resumes can be 
mailed to Ludlow Housing Authority, 
114 Wilson Street, Ludlow, MA 01056. 
Resume cut-off date is 12:01 pm on 
January 18, 2021. Ludlow Housing is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer. 


TOWN OF PALMER 
TRUCK DRIVER LABORER - 
OPERATIONS DIVISION 
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. The 
Town of Palmer is accepting applica- 
tions for Full Time Truck Driver - Labor- 
er in the Department of Public Works 
Operations Division. We are seeking 
an experienced, self-motivated indi- 
vidual with public works knowledge 
to become part of our operations di- 
vision. A High School Diploma, Class 
B Massachusetts Driver’s License with 
air-brakes endorsement is required. A 
Massachusetts Hoister’s License is fa- 
vorable. This is a union position with 
an attractive starting salary, vacation, 
sick and personal time. Please forward 
resume to 4417 Main Street, Palmer, 
MA 01069 or email rmcnutt @ townof- 

palmer.com 


FOR RENT 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.” We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
Or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 


Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


Classified 
Advertising 


DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 
SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 
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a newer facility. 

“The setting in which the dispatch is operated was 
very different,’ said Glover. “Wilbraham’s is new. They 
have two stations. WestComm’s is older; the room is 
much more crowded. They have six stations.” 

Glover stated that WestComm employs 16 dispatch- 
ers; SIx work first shift, six work second shift and four 
work third shift. 

Five employees support Wilbraham’s dispatch opera- 
tion. Two work first shift, two work second shift and one 
works third shift. 

Glover complimented the supervisors of both opera- 
tions for being knowledgeable, personable and respon- 
sive to her questions. One of her observations stood out 
among all others, however. 

“Supervision was a big issue that I zeroed in on,” she 
said. “WestComm has a quality assurance supervisor, 
and this is a person that checks all of their calls. (He or 
she) has to get a 90% rating on the document that they 
used in order to get a raise. Wilbraham didn’t mention 
any supervision of that nature.” 

Glover’s question was quickly answered, as Wilbra- 
ham’s Communications Supervisor, Anthony Gentile Jr., 
joined the virtual meeting to address inquiries. 

“['m lucky enough to have some of the high- 
est-trained dispatchers in the Commonwealth. We go 
above and beyond for training,” said Gentile Jr. 

The state only requires 16 hours of annual training 
for dispatchers, but Wilbraham employees often seek 
more. WestComm, meanwhile, mandates 35 hours of 
training for all of its dispatchers each year. 

Town Administrator Bob Markel noted that both 
operations have come across as being highly profes- 
sional and well-run. He noted that WestComm is “a bit 


WILBRAHAM site at www.wilbraham-ma. 
PLANNING BOARD gov/123/Planning-Board. 
PUBLIC HEARING While in-person atten- 


In accordance with the 
provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 
41 Section 81-T, the 
Wilbraham Planning Board 
will hold a Public Hearing by 
remote participation on 
Wednesday, January 13, 
2021 at 7:00 PM, on the 
application of AC 
Homebuilding, LLC for 
approval of a definitive subdi- 
vision plan entitled 
“COOLEY DRIVE 
EXTENSION” on approxi- 
mately 7.3 acres of land 
owned by The Rector, 


dance is not possible due to 
the ongoing COVID-19 pub- 
lic health emergency, the pub- 
lic may remotely join and par- 
ticipate in the public hearing 
while in progress using 
GoToMeeting video confer- 
encing technology by follow- 
ing the instructions on the 
meeting agenda that will be 
posted on the town website on 
or about January 8, 2021. 

Jeffrey Smith, Chairman 
12/24, 12/31/2020 


Commonwealth of 


Wardens and Vestry of Massachusetts 
Church of the Epiphany locat- The Trial Court 

ed at 19V Cooley Drive, for- | Probate and Family Court 
merly a portion of 20 Hampden Division 
Highland Avenue being the 50 State Street 

land north of and abutting the Springfield, MA 01103 
end of existing Cooley Drive. (413)748-8600 

The subdivision consists of 4 Docket No. HD20P1973EA 
proposed building lots front- Estate of: 

ing on a proposed extension Theresa M. Moynahan 
of Cooley Drive which Date of Death: 
involves altering the existing 6/4/2020 
substandard cul-de-sac, INFORMAL PROBATE 
extending the roadway PUBLICATION NOTICE 


approximately 202 feet, and 
constructing a new cul-de-sac 
as shown on information on 


To all persons interested 
in the above captioned estate, 
by Petition of Petitioner 





file in the Planning Office and 
posted for public viewing on 
the Planning Board page of 
the Town of Wilbraham web- 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 








NURSE from page 3 


Public Health Nurse Jill Conselino’s in- 
creased hours when the federal CARES 
Act funding expires at the end of the year, 
since Conselino has increased her hours 
from 10 per week, pre-pandemic, to a full- 
time position since the start of the global 
COVID-19 outbreak. Her increased hours 
have been paid for through state and fed- 
eral CARES Act funds, but the towns 
could hire Conselino as a regional posi- 
tion — as a subcontractor, for instance — 


starting in 2021. 


“T get the sense you’re interested 
in that going forward,’ Russell said to 


Hampden Chair Donald Davenport, who 
said the Hampden board agreed. “Coming 
up with the right equation is how we make 
it happen. That would be part of the dis- 
cussions going forward.” 

Wilbraham Health Agent Lorri Mc- 
Cool will be retiring in 2021, and the 
selectmen said they were interested in 
discussing a regional agreement for that 
position down the line, too. 

“(McCool has had) a great career, 
she’s served us all very well,’ Wilbraham 
Town Administrator Nick Breault said. “I 
think because of COVID and the circum- 
stances, Jill’s position would probably be 
the one we’d want to talk about sooner.” 





SMITH from page 1 


failed. “But I never told anybody about 
the first part where I had enough sense to 
save the airplane, as well as myself. Never 


thought of it.” 

Smith’s book, “Cold Beans Out of a 
Can,” can be purchased online through 
Amazon, Barnes and Noble, Powell’s 
City of Books and other retailers. 


Please Remember To Recycle This Newspaper 


Maegan Moynahan of 
Northampton, MA 

Maegan Moynahan of 
Northampton, MA 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 
This paper will not be 
responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 
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cramped,” but also expressed his interest in WestComm’s 
pattern of assigning communities to dispatchers. 

“WestComm assigns a dispatcher for a couple of 
towns. In other words, you don’t dispatch for all five or 
six towns; you dispatch for one or two. I noticed that 
some of those dispatchers do (certain towns). They’re 
specialized,’ said Markel, refuting criticism that West- 
Comm’s employees have to dispatch all throughout the 
region. 

Selectboard Chair Donald Davenport weighed in, of- 
fering his support for Wilbraham’s operation. 

“T’ve spoken to several of our police officers and 
firefighters, and they are very impressed with (Wilbra- 
ham’s) operation and the professionalism of (Wilbraham 
employees),” said Davenport. 

Gentile Jr. appreciated the kind words. He voiced 
optimism that the two communities will come together 
under one dispatch operation. 

“If this were to come to fruition, it would be great 
to work together. I’m really excited to start this if that’s 
what the board would like to do. A high level of pro- 
fessionalism would be had by both towns, and nobody 
would get any less service if we do this,” said Gentile Jr. 

Flynn stated that he hopes a decision is made some- 
time in January after an interim Police Chief is assigned 
to the role. He believes that making a decision now will 
aid whoever inherits the position in the long run. 

“T think (dispatch) is concurrent with our talks about 
whoever is coming in. Setting an aggressive timetable 
for a chief 1s something we have to work on,” said Flynn, 
hinting that both decisions will be made in the coming 
weeks. 

“We need to make sure that person is comfortable 
with our decision. We want to make sure that person is in 
lock-step with us. You might even be able to say the new 
guy coming in will have one less worry on his plate.” 


PUBLIC NOTICES & 


The Wilbraham Planning 
Board will hold a Public 
Hearing by remote participa- 
tion on Wednesday, January 
13, 2021 at 6:45 PM on the 
application of Frederick 
Macdonald and Jessica 
Macdonald for a Special 
Permit as required under sec- 
tions 3.9.2.15 and 4.10 of the 
Wilbraham Zoning By-Law to 
allow construction of an addi- 
tion to the existing Macdonald 
residence located at 1 Whisper 
Walk to be used as an acces- 
sory in-law apartment as 
shown on information on file 
in the Planning Office and 
posted for public viewing on 
the Planning Board page of 
the Town of Wilbraham web- 
site at www.wilbraham-ma. 
gov/123/Planning-Board. 

While in-person atten- 
dance is not possible due to 
the ongoing COVID-19 public 
health emergency, the public 
may remotely join and partici- 
pate in the public hearing 
while in progress using 
GoToMeeting video confer- 
encing technology by follow- 
ing the instructions on the 
meeting agenda that will be 
posted on the town website on 


Lindsay Moynahan of 

Wilbraham, MA 

have been informally 
appointed as the Personal 
Representatives of the estate 
to serve without surety on 
the bond. 

The estate 1s being admin- 
istered under informal proce- 
dure by the Personal 
Representative under the 
Massachusetts Uniform Pro- 
bate Code without supervi- 
sion by the Court. Inventory 
and accounts are not required 
to be filed with the Court, but 
interested parties are entitled 
to notice regarding the 
administration from the 
Personal Representative and 
can petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including distribution of 
assets and expenses of 
administration. Interested 
parties are entitled to petition 
the Court to institute formal 
proceedings and to obtain 
orders terminating or restrict- 
ing the powers of Personal 
Representatives appointed 
under informal procedure. A 
copy of the Petition and Will, 
if any, can be obtained from 
the Petitioner. 


12/31/2020 or about January 8, 2021. 
Jeffrey Smith, Chairman 
WILBRAHAM 12/24, 12/31/2020 
PLANNING BOARD 
PUBLIC HEARING 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


TCT MANA olU loli fetareydcer-t-matla(=\Aexelin| 


Digital Photos 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS, INC. 


Purchase a photo that recently ran 
Tamme) a\= meme) e|auel0le)|(er-ui(e)at-e 
(Tom com al=\)\\c-j ey-1 ol-1e-mnela(=\’Aexe)aayse)alolconigs(e[U(=t-41 








Page 12 The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


Bm CAMPUS NOTES 
Scholarship information meetings in January 


December 31, 2020 











REGION — The Horace Smith Fund, 
now in its 121st year, has scholarship and 
fellowship money available for graduates 
of Hampden County public and private 
high schools. 

Two online information meetings are 
scheduled for Monday, Jan. 11 at 7 p.m. 
and Sunday, Jan. 24 at 2 p.m. for parents 
and students. To secure an invitation to at- 
tend, write info@HoraceSmithFund.org. 
Each session is about 40 minutes long 
and will include a question-and-answer 
period. 

Scholarships awards of $12,000 are 
distributed as $3,000 annually and renew- 


able each year until graduation. Fellow- 
ship awards of $15,000 are distributed as 
$5,000 annually and renewable for two 
additional years. Students must maintain 
at least a B average in college. 

Recipients are selected on a variety of 
criteria, including financial need, cumu- 
lative graduating GPA, extra-curricular 
activities, recommendations, and college 
entrance exam scores, if applicable. Of 
great importance is a personal written 
account of why the student feels deserv- 
ing of financial assistance. Additionally, 
fellowship applicants must also submit 
their GRE or degree-specific test scores, 


if applicable. All recipients must be full- 
time students and residents of Hampden 
County. 

Last year, $297,000 was awarded to 
24 individuals. Scholarships were given 
to 18 graduating seniors from Hampden 
County high schools. Three scholarships 
were also awarded to current college stu- 
dents to assist them in completing their 
undergraduate degrees. Three fellowships 
were given to college graduates pursu- 
ing graduate degrees, who had graduated 
from Hampden County high schools. 

The Horace Smith Fund was estab- 
lished in 1899 by the successful and 


generous philanthropist named Horace 
Smith, co-founder of Smith & Wesson, 
located in Springfield. The scholarships 
and fellowships are named for Walter S. 
Barr, a West Springfield businessman, 
whose widow left the bulk of the family 
estate to The Horace Smith Fund in 1950. 

Completed applications must be re- 
ceived either electronically or by mail 
to The Horace Smith Fund at 16 Union 
Avenue, Suite 2K, Westfield, MA 01085 
no later than March 15, 2021. Applica- 
tions are available online at www.Horace- 
SmithFund.org or by phoning the office at 
(413) 739-4222. 





Worthington 
named to UVM 
Dean’s List 


BURLINGTON, Vt. — Elanore Worth- 
ington, Class of 2023, has been named to 
the dean’s list for the fall 2020 semester 
at the University of Vermont. Worthing- 
ton from Wilbraham, is in the College of 
Education and Social Services. 

To be named to the dean’s list, stu- 
dents must have a grade-point average of 
3.0 or better and rank in the top 20% of 
their class in their respective college or 
school. 








Levi to join Warren-Markey Advisory Committee 


SPRINGFIELD — Jennifer Levi, Pro- 
fessor of Law at Western New England 
University School of Law will serve on 
a bipartisan advisory committee assem- 
bled by United States Senators Elizabeth 
Warren (D-Mass.) and Edward J. Markey 
(D-Mass.) to review and provide recom- 
mendations on U.S. Attorney candidates 
for the District of Massachusetts. 

The Advisory will solicit, interview, 
and comment on applications for the po- 
sition of U.S. Attorney for the District of 
Massachusetts, the state’s top federal law 
enforcement officer. 

“The strength of our justice system 
depends on the inclusion and participa- 
tion of people from every community 
and walk of life,’ Levi said. “It’s an hon- 
or to serve on this committee and get the 
chance to work to build a strong, diverse 
pool of candidates for such an important 


position.” 

Levi serves as Professor of Law at 
Western New England University School 
of Law. Professor Levi has dedicated her 
career to fighting for the rights of wom- 
en; children; the poor; and gay, lesbian, 
bisexual, and transgendered clients and 
is a key contributor to the law school’s 
Center for Gender and Sexuality Studies, 
which serves as a focal point for work in 
a broad number of areas relating to gen- 
der and sexuality. In addition, Levi is the 
director of GLAD’s Transgender Rights 
Project and a nationally recognized ex- 
pert on transgender legal issues. 

“The Advisory Committee plays 
an important role ensuring that a high- 
ly-qualified, fair-minded, and justice 
seeking candidate is appointed as U.S. 
Attorney for the District of Massachu- 
setts,’ said Senators Warren and Markey 
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in a press release announcing the com- 
mittee. 

Levi joins distinguished members of 
the Massachusetts legal community in- 
cluding prominent academics and litiga- 
tors on the committee that is chaired by 
former U.S. District Court Judge Nancy 
Gertner. They include: Elissa Flynn-Pop- 
pey, former Deputy Legal Counsel to 
Governor Mitt Romney and Executive 
Director of the Judicial Nominating 
Commission for the Office of the Gov- 
ernor of Massachusetts; Angela Onwua- 
chi-Willig, Dean of the Boston Universi- 
ty School of Law; Walter Prince, Partner 
at Prince Lobel and former president of 
the Massachusetts Black Lawyers Asso- 
ciation; Georgia Katsoulomitis, Execu- 
tive Director of the Massachusetts Law 
Reform Institute; and John Pucci, Partner 
and trial lawyer at Buckley Richardson. 
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Our annual Winter Reading Challenge begins January 1st! 


With categories for children, teens and - for the first time - adults. 


Here’s the challenge: Read one, two or three books of your choice and log them online on your 
Beanstack account by Feb. 28. Teens and adults will also need to log a review for each book. 


Finishers can earn up to three raffle tickets, depending on the number of books read. 
Raffle prizes include gift cards and more. Winners will be notified starting March 9. 
Children and teen finishers will also receive a free paperback. 


Registration begins Jan. 1. If you participated in past summer or winter reading programs, 
simply log in to your Beanstack account. Newcomers will be able to create an account 

by clicking on the Winter Reading centerpiece on our website. We also have a 
Beanstack tracker app available for download. 







Online signups are encouraged by going to 
www.wilbrahamlibrary.org 






downloading the Beanstack 


One family member’s email address can sign everyone up! CUM Cle Gata Tracker 


Sponsored by the Wilbraham Friends of the Library, and many local businesses, community groups & individuals. 


